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heatedfloors. Rooms are generously
sized, though the ones addedin 2006
above the Swiss Chaletrestaurant are
among the loveliest. Many have rustic
exposed-knotty-pine walls. But there's
more than décor lending authenticity to
the Sonnenalp. Aprés-skiin therichly
appointedKing's Clubis known forits
warming gluhwein. (Strudeland coffeeis
servedthere from 3to4p.m) Atrue ski
hotelat heart, the Sannenalp offersalist
of winter activities, from private guided
skiing to nordic lessons. And the sunny
lounge and spa, withits hooded fireplace
inthe center of aconversationpit,isan
appropriately European gathering spot
at day’send. $275-$3,500; sonnenalp
.com; 866-284-4411

VAIL MOUNTAIN LODGE AND SPA
Aboutique hotel one block off Bridge
Streetin Vail Village, VMLis another
surprising find. With only 20 rooms and
seven condos, the lodge underwentaren-
ovationin 2005. Warmwood, an antique
canoe and an antler chandelier comple-
ment the stone fireplaceinthelobby.-
Rooms are comfortable, if not luxurious,
withking beds, carpeting and gas fire-
places. The closestliftis the Riva Bahn at
Golden Peak, three block away. Attracting
anactive bunch, VMLis alsohometothe
18,000-square-foot Vail Athletic Club,
free toguests. The club offers 40 classes
aweek, strength and cardio equipment
and aclimbing wall. Thespahasalso
undergone arenovation, movingit toward
Asian contemporary décor withafocus on
holistic treatments. $245-$2,990; vail-
mountainlodge.com; 888-794-0410

VAILPLAZA

You need only strollinto the airy lobby
at Vail Plaza to know youre notin
Bavaria—er, Colorado—anymore. The
double-sided fieldstone fireplace, glass
atrium-style ceiling and plush red sofas
impart the ambience of a country slightly
tothe south of Germany.Indeed, the
grand hotels of italy inform the décar of
VailPlaza, andit's a theme carried
throughout this 100-room, 38-suite prop-
ertyjust off the pedestrian mallin Vail
Village. Pictures of Italian farmlands in
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VaitMountainLodge
and Spa (top) has 20
comfortable, moun-
tainrustic-style
rooms. The marble
bathroomsat Tivoli
Lodgeare modern
andspacious.

rusticreds and faded yellows hangonthe
walls. Rooms are subtle and elegant. King
beds are dressed with fluffy down
duvets: thick bathrobes hanginthe clos-
ets.Bathrooms have glass showers, deep
tubs and Acca Kappa ltalian bath prod-
ucts. The Sorrento Spais intimate, with
only eight treatment rooms. The signa-
ture treatment s vinotherapy, utilizing
the antioxidant properties of bothred and
white grapes. For the other type of vino-
therapy, Bacco's Bar serves avariety of
wines by the glass, plus [talianbeers such
as Morrettiand Peroni and small plates of
cured talian meats and cheeses duringa
lively aprés-ski. From there, guests float
into DaVinci, where sommelier Jim Lay,
lord of the restaurant’s 1,800-bottle wine
cellar, also produces his own limoncello.
You can see where the night's going from
there. Inthe morning, the free skier’s buf-
fet will clear your head, as will the eight-

- minute walk to the Vista Bahn: Happily,

Italy awaits when youreturn. $253-
$4,125; vailplaza.com; 866-597-5963

ALSO CONSIDER

ANTLERS AT VAIL

Famities looking for conve-
nience, great valueanda
little more space than your
typical hotelroom should
book this midlevel property
inLionshead, 150 yards from
the Eagle Bahn gondola.
Among the best values are
the one-bedrooms “with
bunks"—a one-bedroom
condowithasmall bunk
room. It cansleepup tosix.
There's norestaurant, but
Antlers' guests need only
cross the street to Vail
Square, where a handful of
eateriesreside, including
the new VailChophouse.
$270-52,550; antlersat-
vail.com; 800-843-8245

LODGE AT VAIL

The Lodge at Vailhasan
enviable locationinthe
heart of Vail Village, ahop
fromthe Vista Bahn. This
season, the Lodge adds five
rooms (bringing the total to
105),afull-service spaanda
second outdoor heated pool
with four new hot tubs.
Reserve rooms 390,392,
490,491 or 492—one of the
five new ones—withrich,
darkwoods, large bath-
rooms and an overallairier
feel. $299-$4,799; lodgeat-
vail.rockresarts.com;
877-528-7625

VAILCASCADE

The Cascade completesa
$30 million renovation this
season, adding aninfinity
pool, fire pits and ahot tub;
the Village Market and Café
forquick eats; andanew
tavern-style restaurant, The
Atwater on GoreCreek,
replacing Chap's Grill. The
rooms have gotten face lifts
aswell, with flatscreen TVs,
new fixtures andnew bath-
roomlighting. The Cascade
chairliftis steps fromthe
lodge’s back door, plus
there's alift ticket office on
site. $149-5599; vailcas-
cade.com; 800-282-4183



